FRS/GMRS CERT Basics 

When obtaining a FRS or GMRS radio it is advisable to avoid the fancy (bells and whistles) features 
such as private line calling (off), weather station (off), alarm alerts (off), vox (off), weather alert 
(off), SOS siren (off), keypad lock (off), roger beep (off) and non-standard channels (off). 


Desirable features: 

Headset or at least an earphone option. 

Spare battery and charger 

Car charger for battery 

An optional alkaline (AA) battery pack (Not necessary if you have spare rechargeable battery packs 
and car charger) 

Removable Antenna 

All 30 GMRS channels 


Obtain a FRS radio that is 2 watts power output (or closest to it). The power output rating is often 
hidden in small type or in the manual. Avoid the radios that are 1 watt or less. The 1/2 watt models 
are very weak. FRS is 22 channels maximum. 


Obtain a GMRS radio (a license is required) that is 5 watts and has a removable antenna option. 
Avoid the radios that are less than 2 watts. Again, the BTECH GMRS-V1 is currently recommended 
$55) Obtain at least one additional battery pack and obtain a car battery charger. 

Please note that the FRS/GMRS market is currently volatile. 


Essential skills: 

1.Learn how to charge and change your batteries 

2.Learn how to turn on and off the radio 

3.Learn how to choose and set your channel number 

4. Learn how to set high power or low power (use the minimum power to facilitate good 
communication is best in order to conserve battery life and minimize interference). 

5. Use the Push to Talk (PTT) button to talk. LET GO of the PTT button to listen. 


Operations: 

If there is a Net Control Station (NCS) let them know that you are listening and always ask 
permission to contact another station on frequency first. The NCS will direct you. Remember that 
only one station can transmit at any one time. Two stations transmitting on the same frequency will 
interfere with each other. 

When finished while expecting a reply, voice “over”. 

When the message is received, voice “roger” or “copy” 

When finished with your message traffic, voice “clear” 

Use standard International Phonetic Alphabet to spell out difficult words. 


Example: CERT EC9 has deployed damage assessment team Bravo to survey a block 


Bravo: “Net Control this is damage survey team Bravo” 

NCS: “Bravo Go” 

Bravo: “I have priority traffic for EC9 IC over” 

NCS: “Bravo call EC9 IC here and if good copy pass your message” 
Bravo: “EC9 IC are you ready to copy”? 


EC9 IC: “Ready go” ... the message is then sent with frequent pauses (lets go of the PTT button). 


After the message is sent, EC9 IC voices, “Roger” 
Bravo: Voices “Clear” indicating to NCS that there is no more traffic from Team Bravo 
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